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Public engagement describes the myriad of ways in which the 
activity and benefits of higher education and research can be 
shared with the public. Engagement is by definition a two-way 
process, involving interaction and listening, with the goal of 
generating mutual benefit
National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement





Children’s 
community

Bringing organisations together with 
the community to address 
educational disadvantage

University 
Engagement…..?
20 years academic research
Longterm relationships with 
schools
University funding to co-produce 
children’s community



Re-conceptualising RESEARCH
Co-production

co-design    quadruple helix   co-production

participatory research          emancipatory research

partnership & user-led research

child-led peer    community decolonizing

activist scholarship   participatory action research 
democratic dialogue  
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School meals      

uniform costs           

support

exams               

extra-curricular 

activities

homework             

resources           

transport 

Examining 
how schools 
can reduce 
impact of 
poverty on 
children

University 
engagement?
• Evaluation of Children 

North East’s ‘Poverty 
Proofing the School Day’

• International conference 
for schools, NGOs and 
academics

• Production of brief 
accessible report 
including social science 
ideas

• Joining activism to 
address child food 
poverty



A local alliance of organisations
to working together on actions 

against:
Poverty

Hate crime
Mental Health





University 
engagement?

• Funding to recruit community 
organiser
• Place on leadership group
• University community organising
core group
• Staff involved in activism re 
poverty, hate crime and mental 
health
• Engaged research: writing report 
on mental health commission; 
research on poverty, hate crime and 
mental health within alliance
• Engaged teaching: student 
placements



Social Renewal: 

“How to thrive in turbulent times?” 

How to build 

prosperity

while also 

social justice? 

pursuing goals of 
should guide policies

What principles of 

fairness

when budgets are tight?

localism
How can 

in urban and rural areas?
be made to work

during and after the

How can 

young people thrive 

economic downturn?



Thriving 
Through and 
After Brexit

New Pathways 
to Social 
Renewal: 

Alternatives to 
Neoliberalism 

Social 
Renewal in 
the North 

East



Social Renewal in the NE

How can NE England thrive in 
turbulent times? How can we as 
scholars help in social, economic 
and democratic renewal?

Regional inequalities but NE assets, 
including its universities.

Universities as anchor institutions

Pieces co-written academic and 
external author, latter funded



The Civic University

Enhancement

TEACHING
RESEARCH

Transformative, 
responsive, 
demand led 

actions

ENGAGEMENT 

Socio-
economic 
impact

Widening 
participation, 
community work

Soft

Boundary

THE ACADEMY

SOCIETY



Core Mission 3: 
Engagement and Place 
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Improve the economy, health and social wellbeing and cultural 
richness of the places in which we operate. 

Creating inspiring places
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Next up:

15.00-15.30

15.30-17.15

Break

Plenary closing Lumbye Hall


